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Long ago, people found large caribou tracks in the 
snow near the foothills of Denali. The men tracked 
the animal during the daytime, and found it in the 
evening. It was a moose. They killed the moose 
with arrows, clubs and spears and brought part 
of the meat back to the camp. The people talked 
about eating the moose meat. An Elder ate part of 
the moose meat and when he did not get sick, the 

people ate the meat.   
     

More moose moved to the place the people camped 
so they started to hunt them. But, the people liked 
the caribou more than the moose so they hunted 

them for their food and clothes. Over the years, 
the caribou moved to 

new places so now 
people hunt the moose 
for food and clothes.

A b o u t
M o o s e Credits

Telida Village has developed a series of subsis-
tence brochures that will contribute towards 
keeping the tribal members healthy and the 

environment clean for future generations, ful-
filing the Indian General Assistance Program’s  
objective to reduce the risk to human health 

and the environment.

D e s c r i p t i o n
Moose have golden brown or black course hair, long 
legs, a drooping nose and display a dewlap or crop of 
hair-covered skin under their throats. Found throughout 
Alaska, male (bull) moose are known for their large ant-
lers, which are shed every year following the rut. Large 
antlers are grown at approximately 8 to 12 years of age, 

but can be found on moose as young as 6 years.
Bulls in prime condition weigh from 1,200 to 1,600 
pounds and may live up to 16 years. Adult females (cows) 

weigh 800 to 1,300 pounds.

H a b i t a t
Moose are most commonly found in south-central and 
interior Alaska, occuring in a variety of habitats from the 
open tundra of the Seward Peninsula and Arctic plains 
to the birch forests of south-central to the rain forests of 
southeast, however seldom inhabiting mountainous ar-
eas above 5,000 feet. Also, most moose make seasonal 

movements to calving, rutting, and wintering areas. 

F e e d i n g
Moose eat forbs, grasses, sedges and leaves of broadleaf 
trees and shrubs and are commonly seen in open 
meadows and ponds feeding on aquatic plants during 
the summer months. In fall, moose begin changing their 
diet to include willow, aspen, poplar, birch and alder. In 
early winter, moose can be found feeding on low shrubs, 
like diamond-leaf willow, which become snow covered 
later in the winter. As snow accumulates, moose feed on 
tall shrub habitat, like the tall felt-leaf willow type, along 

rivers and creeks. 

B e h a v i o r
Moose are solitary animals with a good sense of smell, 
sight, and hearing to protect them from natural preda-
tors. Moose breed in September and early October and 
bulls commonly compete for cows by jousting. By late 
October, bulls have exhausted their summer accumula-
tion of fat and tend to stay near their rutting areas for 
one to two months after breeding. Bulls generally shed 

their antlers in December or January.
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October, bulls have exhausted their summer accumula-
tion of fat and tend to stay near their rutting areas for 
one to two months after breeding. Bulls generally shed 

their antlers in December or January.



M o d e r n  M e t h o d s
Now, the people use rifles that have scopes and open 
sights for moose hunting. They use a rifle with a scope 
to find the moose and to shoot it when it is far away. 

Rifles with open sights are used to hunt during the dawn 
and the evening when the light is low and to shoot a 

moose when it is close by.
To travel, the people go downriver in a small aluminum 

boat with a motor that is 18-24 feet in length. Most 
boats are outfitted with 15 to 40 horsepower outboard 
engines. The aluminum boats are easy to drive in the 
narrow creeks and the winding rivers. Alternatively, 

the people paddle and pole a wooden boat in 
shallow water and creeks when they don’t use a motor. 
Also, more meat can be carried in a wooden boat than 

an aluminum boat. However, wooden boats have a 
tendency to rot, 

C h o o s i n g  a  M o o s e
Several factors are taken into account by hunters in 

choosing the moose to be hunted. When availability or 
choice permits, the fat content of the targeted animal 
is a foremost consideration. Fat moose are valued for 
their nutritional contribution and the quantity of fat 
is often an indication of meat quality. Other selection 
factors include the condition of the hide. Generally, 

the thinner hides of early summer cows are favored for 
babiche production while fall bulls yield the thicker skins 
area residents desire for tanning purposes. Cow moose 

bearing or nursing calves, or characterized as being 
“skinny,” are avoided when possible. Hunters also avoid 
harvesting pregnant and nursing cows, recognizing their 

role in species perpetuation.

 H u n t i n g Te c h n i q u e s C o n d i t i o n s
F a l l  H u n t i n g

During the open-water months, hunting activities are 
limited to river corridors including nearby lakes, sloughs, 

swamps, and navigable creeks. Even though appre-
ciable numbers of moose are taken opportunistically, 
the harvest of others requires employment of certain 
time-proven principles or practices. Hunting parties 
usually employ a search strategy along local rivers, 

generally confining their activities to a corridor no more 
than three quarters of a mile wide on either side. This 
corridor is usually searched using motor-driven boats 
and on foot to reach lake and swamp areas within 
the search zone. A variation of this approach is to 

search lake margins using canoes if a promising “sign” 
is found. Because many lakes extend for more than a 
mile away from the river, canoes effectively increase 
the size of search areas. These hunting strategies are 

most often effective when combined with the intimate 
knowledge most Nikolai and Telida hunters have of 

moose behavior.

W i n t e r  H u n t i n g
Hunting of moose during the winter is both an 

incidental and primary activity, depending on the 
hunter. If the winter hunter or traveler encounters 

moose tracks, he initially ascertains the freshness of the 
imprint. Because moose often inhabit areas of dense 
brush featuring deep snow, it is often impractical to 
undertake direct pursuit or follow the tracks with a 
snowmachine unless the tracks are particularly fresh. 
Consequently, it is often necessary to conduct at least 
part of the hunt on snowshoes, especially later in the

 

winter.   
                                         

T i m e  o f  D a y
Most hunters recognize early morning and late 

evening hunting as being the most productive, but 
best in the evening. During these periods of the day, 

moose are more active and consequently more visible, 
although during the fall bull moose are relatively active 

throughout the day and night. Long ago, the people 
hunted a lot of moose during Bull Moose month 

and some moose during the other months. The most 
important months were in the late summer and fall. 

M o o s e  C a l l
During the fall, many Nikolai and Telida hunters utilize 

sound to “call out” bull moose often from great distanc-
es. Imitating the “grunting” of bull moose is effective 
because bulls will attempt to locate their audio rival, 
often traveling a number of miles towards the source 
of the sound. The vocal call is sometimes enhanced 

through use of a birch bark “megaphone.” In addition, 
bulls are often attracted by scraping sounds associated 
with antlers in the brush. These sounds are created by 

scraping an object through the brush or on the side of a 
tree. Standing dry spruce trees are especially resonant. 
Nikolai hunters avoid “over-calling” a moose, lest he 

become” spooked” or suspicious and remain hidden in 
the brush. 

W i n d
Wind, important during the summer, is a critical element 

of hunting activities. Wind conditions dictate the 
direction a hunt will take. A favorable breeze or wind 

permits hunters to approach the moose from downwind 
without being detected. winter.   
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