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NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS OF ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTIONS
MTNT Annual Meeting of Shareholders to be Held Saturday, July 27, 2013, in McGrath

 

You are invited to attend the Annual Meeting of 
Shareholders of MTNT, Limited on Saturday, July 27, 
2013, 10:00 a.m., at the McGrath Native Village Council 
Community Center, Ernest R. Holmberg Building, in 
McGrath, Alaska.  The annual election of the Board of 
Directors will take place during this meeting.

Our election procedure rules provide that MTNT, 
Limited notify shareholders of the date, time and place 
of elections in order to give shareholders interested in 
becoming candidates for the Board of Directors time to 
file the required documents with the company.  

Terms are for three years.  The seats available on the 
MTNT Board of Directors in this coming election are:

• One (1) Director, Takotna Mandatory
• One (1) Director, Telida Mandatory 
• One (1) Director, At Large
 
If you are interested in running for MTNT, Limited’s Board 
of Directors, please fill out a nominee form, found on 

the MTNT website at www.mtnt.net, and submit to the 
address on this notice or email below.  

The deadline for receipt of nominee forms is Friday, May 
10, 2013, by 5:00 p.m.  If you have questions regarding this 
notice or if you would like to request a nominee form, 
please call our office at 907-644-1200 or email  
info@mtnt.net.

Send completed nomination forms along with a photo to 
the following:

MTNT, Limited         -OR- 
880 H Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK  99501   info@mtnt.net

Also, keep an eye out for your 2013 MTNT, Limited Proxy 
Packet.  It should arrive in your mail box early in June.  Be 
sure to fill it out right away and send it in to be eligible for 
early bird prizes!

The early bird deadline this year is June 28, 2013, by  
5:00 p.m.

Attendees of the 2012 MTNT Annual Meeting enjoy a potluck feast.

Attendees of the 2012 Annual Meeting listening to MTNT President 
Federal Business Tom Devine giving his report on MTNT operations.

J
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MTNT MISSION STATEMENT
Increase corporate profitability, provide 
shareholders with economic benefits and 
opportunities, and protect our corporate 
assets and land base while recognizing the 
traditional cultural values and subsistence 
lifestyles of our shareholders. 

KWNJA’
KWNJA’ is pronounced “Kwinja” and means 
news in the upper Kuskokwim Athabascan 
dialect. 

MTNT LIMITED 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Vicki Otte  
Chairman 

Melody Magnuson-Strick 
President

Martha “Marty” Runkle 
Secretary | Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Lewis “Lucky” Egrass

Steve Eluska

Theresa Fox

Robert “Mansy” Magnuson, Jr.

Frank “Frankie” Miller

Betty Magnuson 
 

COMMUNICATIONS
kwnja@mtnt.net

MTNT Limited 
PO Box 309 
McGrath, Alaska  99627

Phone: 907-569-6868 
Fax: 907-644-1212 
Toll Free: 877-238-6868 
www.mtnt.net 

(MTNT, Limited)

UpCOMING EvENTS  

April
 15 Tax Day
 25-27 Native Youth Olympics Games Alaska, 

Anchorage, Dena’ina Center 

May
 5 Russian Orthodox Easter
 10 MTNT Board of Directors Nomination 

Deadline, 5  p.m.
 15 Doyon Foundation Scholarship Application 

Deadline
 27 Memorial Day, MTNT Offices Closed 

June
 3-7 Denakkanaaga Conference, Ruby
 14 MTNT Shareholder & Elder Dividend 

Distribution
 28  MTNT 2013 Proxy Early Bird Deadline, 5 p.m.
  MTNT Shareholder Information Meeting, 

Nikolai 

July
 4 Independence Day, MTNT Offices Closed
 8 MTNT Shareholder Information Meeting, 

Anchorage
 15  MTNT Fall Scholarship Application Deadline
 24 MTNT Proxy Received-by-Mail Deadline, 5 p.m.
 27 MTNT Annual Meeting of Shareholders, 

McGrath

 27-28 McGrath Music Festival

MTNT, Limited is a consortium of four Alaska Native 
Corporations (ANCs) for the villages of McGrath, Takotna, 
Nikolai and Telida.  It owns and manages 299,520 acres 
of land, commercial and residential properties, and seven 
subsidiaries on behalf of 383 shareholders with ancestral ties 
to these four communities:  McGrath was a seasonal Upper 
Kuskokwim Athabascan village; Takotna had a mixed population 
of Ingalik Athabascans and Eskimos; Nikolai is an Upper 
Kuskokwim Athabascan village; Telida is an Upper Kuskokwim 
Athabascan village.

MTNT, Limited Headquarters are in McGrath, Alaska, just 
west of Denali, which in Athabascan translates as “The 
Great One,” which is the highest mountain peak in North 
America.  Also known as Mt. McKinley, Denali became the 
official name in 1980.  Through its subsidiaries, MTNT, Limited 
seeks to improve its Alaska Native Shareholders’ standard 
of living by providing employment, dividend income, land for 
homesteading, scholarships for college and other vocational 
schools, and other learning programs for its shareholders, 
many of whom live in rural communities.
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MTNT FEATURED pROJECT

MTNT TO BUILD 9/11 ARTIFACT MEMORIAL LOBBy
By MTNT Regional Executive Robert “Bobby” Giroux

MTNT Properties, Inc. is pleased to announce its award 
to renovate a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
research building lobby for the installation of artifacts from 
the events of September 11, 2001, in the metropolitan 
area of Washington, D.C.

The contract requires the expansion of the existing lobby 
to house and display the artifacts, which include structural 
steel from the World Trade Center Towers and limestone 
block from the Pentagon, among other items.  The artifacts 
will be displayed for visitors to the facility, and each will 
be accompanied by a multimedia display describing the 
artifact and its role in the 9/11 attacks.

The structural steel from the World Trade Center Towers, 
based on thickness, comes from an area between the 
82nd and 104th floors of one of the two towers.  This 
area was close to, or at, the impact of United Airlines 
Flight 175 and American Airlines Flight 11, which killed all 
passengers and an unconfirmed number of people in the 
buildings’ impact zone.

 

The limestone presented from the Pentagon is from the 
impact area of American Airlines Flight 77 on the west 
side of the Pentagon known as Wedge 2, which killed all 
59 people on board as well as 125 people who were in 
the building.

Robert (Bobby) Giroux, the MTNT Regional Executive 
in D.C., also worked on the demolition, remediation, and 
restoration at both sites in 2001 and 2002.  

“This contract is personal and ‘hits home for me’ having 
witnessed firsthand the debris piles in the streets of lower 
Manhattan at 3:30 a.m., Thursday, September 13, 2001 
when rescue efforts for possible survivors were still under 
way,” says Bobby.  “DHS is creating this artifacts display to 
remind employees and contractors entering its research 
facility of the value of their role in preventing another US 
attack by terrorists posing as air passengers.” 

MTNT has been issued a notice to proceed and 
completion will be marked with a formal ribbon cutting 
on September 11, 2013 commemorating the 12th 
anniversary of 9/11.
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MTNT BUSINESS NEWS

Left to right:  Jeff Maher, MTNT Senior Project Manager; Ann Gardner, AFNORTH, 
Chad Callan, P.E. Chief of Programs at Tyndall AFB; Harry Britts, Chief SABER 
Contracts; Brian Stahl, Civil Engineering; and Rich Reeves, MTNT Project Manager.

MTNT COMpLETES pROJECT AT TyNDALL AIR FORCE BASE
The Heritage Room
By MTNT Project Manager Rich Reeves

MTNT Properties, 
Inc. recently 
completed the 
“Heritage Room” for 
Tyndall’s AFNORTH 
operation.

This project 
consisted of 
a renovation 

to existing offices on the second floor of the new 
AFNORTH headquarters and includes a service bar 
complete with granite tops on custom maple cabinetry, 
glass shelving, refrigeration and ice making units and 
stacked stone facing.

The project includes a lounge area with stacked stone wall 
accents, bamboo flooring, coffered ceiling, a custom maple 
and glass display case, school house lights, and ceiling fans.

A custom scene lighting system and surround sound audio 
system accents the Lounge which displays seven large flat 
screen televisions.

The existing Break Room was also renovated with new 
custom maple cabinetry, granite service counters, ceramic 
tile flooring and new appliances.

The Heritage Room was topped off with a “Crud Table” 
area.  (You will have to look up this popular Air Force 
game activity to believe it!)  

NEW OppORTUNITIES IN THE SOUTHEAST
By MTNT Senior Project Manager Jeff Maher
With a presence already established at Tyndall AFB in 
Panama City Florida, the southeast region of MTNT has 
been working for over two years to gain access and 
procure work on other military bases in the Florida 
Panhandle.  Last fall, we took a step in the right direction. 
MTNT was successful in bidding, and being awarded, a 
project at Hurlburt AFB.

Hurlburt is located approximately 85 miles from Tyndall 
and is home to the Air Force Special Operations group. 
Part of the history of Hurlburt AFB is that it was home 
to the Doolittle Raiders of WWII.  The Doolittle Raiders 
under the tutelage of Naval Aviators from nearby NAS 
Pensacola in March 1942, Lieutenant Colonel Jimmy 
Doolittle and his Raiders practiced taking off with their 
B-25 Mitchell bombers on a short runway, demarcated to 
represent an aircraft carrier deck, using the short cross-
field runway near the southern end of Hurlburt Field’s 
main runway.  This complex is now named the Doolittle 
Runway.  The project MTNT is currently working on is 
within sight of this historic landmark.

The project is a renovation of and an addition to  

Building 90065.  
The existing 3,100 
sq. ft. building 
is undergoing a 
complete interior 
renovation and will 
receive a new coat 
of paint on the 
exterior.  There will also be a 2,100 sq. ft. addition, which 
will include four new offices, a communication room and a 
new hallway.  The project is underway and going very well.  
The concrete slab for the addition has been placed and 
we expect the project to finish around the first of June, 2013.

We are working closely with 2nd Lieutenant Austin 
Brantley, the contracting representative and Gary Billows 
the civil engineering representative.  We have found the 
people at Hurlburt extremely good to work with.  We 
look forward to continuing to build a relationship with 
the government personnel at Hurlburt.  We expect that 
once they see how MTNT works in a team environment 
with the customer, we will become one of the go-to 
contractors for Hurlburt AFB.            
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MTNT EMpLOyEE INTRODUCTIONS

MEET RICK JONES
MTNT Superintendent
Rick Jones was born 
and raised in Seal Beach, 
California, and currently 
lives in Murrieta, 
California.  His wife is a 
massage therapist who 
is currently working 
towards licensure as an 
esthetician.

Rick has two children:  a 
24-year-old daughter who works as an esthetician and a 
16-year-old son who loves sports and is currently playing 
varsity football.  They are all native Californians and love 
the outdoors.

Rick has been working for MTNT Properties, Inc. out of 

Camp Pendleton, California as a superintendent for about 
1.5 years.   He is certified in the construction industry as 
a Site Safety and Health Officer (SSHO) and in quality 
control.  He also has been a licensed general contractor/
developer, self employed for 31 years.

In five years, he hopes to be continuing his career growth 
as MTNT continues to grow.  

“Working for Rick Wyman,” he says is his favorite thing 
about working for MTNT.  “A team of employees that 
truly work so well together to make this company 
a leader here, due to our workmanship, quality and 
scheduling expertise.”

In his spare time, Rick enjoys snowboarding, skiing and 
wake boarding.

MEET AMBER CLAyMAN
MTNT Senior Communications Coordinator
Amber Clayman, and MTNT Shareholder, was born and 
raised throughout Alaska.  Her father, John Clayman, was 
an Alaska State Trooper stationed in Delta Junction at 
the time she was born.  Her mother, Vicki Otte who is 
an original MTNT Shareholder, raised Amber along with 
her older sister Christine Schmidt.  Amber graduated high 
school, salutatorian, at McGrath School.

Amber has three dogs that are her family.  She once lived 
in a wall tent for eight months while building a livable 
dwelling in which she resided for more than a year – 
without running water, electricity, or telephone access. 
She studied by candle light while earning straight A’s in 
college.  Each day, she chopped wood and kindling, started 
a fire, pull started a stubborn generator that never failed 
to leave painful sores on her knuckles, and she warmed 
water for food and to take an outdoor shower.  She was 
self employed, cleaning houses to make money.  

After seven years of college, changing her major 
from criminal psychology, to secondary education in 
mathematics, she graduated from Alaska Pacific University 
with a bachelor’s degree in environmental science.  The 
time spent earning this degree coincided with a marketing 
internship at Koahnic Broadcast Corporation, where 
she successfully promoted, nationwide, live public radio 
programs for the Native America audience.  During this 
internship, against the advice of others, she discovered 
that her true passion was strategic communications and 
marketing.  

Upon graduation and completing her internship, Amber 
sought employment with a fast-paced, full-service 

advertising agency, 
where she learned 
invaluable skills.  
From there, Amber 
pursued employment 
with her village 
corporation, MTNT.  

After a stint of part-
time work at MTNT, 
she was hired full-
time as the Senior 
Communications 
Coordinator.  She assists with business development 
efforts, and plans, researches, writes, and designs the 
MTNT newsletter, annual reports, and most other 
publications.

Amber is passionate about her work.  She gains 
satisfaction from making a difference in the lives of others.

“In the next five years, I hope I can get to know more 
MTNT Shareholders, and encourage our younger 
Shareholders to run for the MTNT Board of Directors,” 
says Amber.  “I want to make a difference in how MTNT 
and our Shareholders communicate.  I want to help them 
understand how business decisions MTNT makes benefit 
Shareholders.  We all need to be involved and voice our 
opinions, concerns, and give recognition where it is due.”

Also, Amber wants our youth to value the fact that 
unconditional kindness can make all the difference in the 
lives of others.
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ROOKIE TEAM #12 pLACES 12TH IN 2013 IRON DOG RACE!
Thank You Team Strick for Spreading Avalanche Awareness!

MTNT congratulates Team Strick for the great effort they 
made in their first attempt at running the Iron Dog Race.  
Twelfth place is something to be very proud of.

“At the start of the race, we were both really excited, 
nervous and ready to get on the trail.  Once we were 
about 15 to 20 miles down the trail it calmed down and 
we realized we just had to ride,” says Team Strick.  “Arriving 
at the McGrath checkpoint was an awesome experience.  
We had a huge amount of people following and supporting 
us.”  

The message Team Strick is spreading about avalanche 
awareness is a serious issue throughout the state.  

“We have made the Iron Dog race our passion after losing 
our uncle Richard C. Strick, Jr. to an avalanche.  In 2006, 
Richard went to break trail for the Iditarod from Rohn to 
Puntilla Lake and was caught in an avalanche in Rainy Pass,” 
says Team Strick.  Richard spent many years of volunteering 
for Iditarod and Iron Dog before eventually racing the Iron 
Dog.  In 1997, our Uncle raced the Iron Dog and placed 
sixth!”

Just because winter is coming to an end and the days are 
getting longer, does not mean that outdoor enthusiasts are 
in the clear.  According to the State of Alaska Department 
of Public Safety, “primetime” for avalanches in Alaska begins 
in February and continues throughout the spring. 

In 90 percent of all avalanche 
incidents, the avalanche is 
triggered by the victim or 
someone in the victim’s party.  
Natural avalanches occur 
because new or windblown 
snow overloads weak layers 
or because of rapid warming.  
However, there are almost  
always obvious signs of  
instability by the time avalanches come down on their own.

National statistics show that  
avalanche victims are almost exclusively backcountry 
recreationalists – snowmachiners, climbers, snowboarders, 
snowshoers, skiers and hikers. Snowmachiners lead the 
list with twice the number of fatalities as any other activity.  
Fifty-five percent of avalanches are triggered by people 
on foot while 32 percent are triggered by snowmachines.  
In addition, avalanches are more likely to be triggered 
between the hours of noon 
and 2 p.m.

So, be safe and make sure 
you take the time to learn 
about avalanche safety and 
how to avoid danger while 
playing in the snow this 
spring.  

Team Strick says, “Running the race was a huge time and 
financial commitment from us and our families.  With out all 
of our sponsors and support we wouldn’t have been able to 
run the race so we would like to thank them and our families 
for putting up with us and supporting us during the race.”

MTNT looks forward to cheering Team Strick on again next 
year!

MTNT REGIONAL NEWS

Rob with his youngest two children, 
Richard and Helen.  Photo courtesy of 
MTNT Shareholder Patty Baldwin.

Iron Dog racers pose for a photo as they gather in Huslia, including Robert Strick and Gus Strick towards the far left. 

Gus with his girlfriend, Hope, and 
daughter, Grace.
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MTNT REGIONAL NEWSMTNT REGIONAL NEWS

IRON DOG RACERS SEND MESSAGE OF SUICIDE pREvENTION
Reprinted with Permission from the Tanana Chief Conference’s The Council Newsletter
To the editor :

We are honored to be able to run in this year’s Iron 
Dog race for suicide education and awareness.  We were 
raised in many small villages on the Iron Dog trail and see 
what suicide has done to our family and friends in these 
communities.  Both of us now teach in our hometown of 
Tanana. We love our jobs and the children and hope we 
can make a difference.

We work with children every day and see the many 
struggles that they, and the adult figures in our community, 
go through. Many have issues with mental health, drugs and 
alcohol, domestic violence, and sexual assault.

It is a daily struggle to deal with personal problems, 
emotionally and physically, and at times people may 
feel that suicide is the only answer, or the easy way out. 
SUICIDE is NOT the answer!

It is a challenge in rural Alaska to get help for these types 
of issues, as our resources here are very limited.

Today, though, we have unbelievable resources available to 
help prevent suicide.  Help is there, we just need to work 
on getting it to rural Alaska.  Many of us are becoming 
educated on suicide prevention, becoming trainers, and we 
can teach others how to look for signs and where to go 
for help.

As young Native men, we are the men of the household; 
the hunter, the provider, and it is hard to ask for help. 
Sometimes we are too proud.  It is important when times 

get tough that we set our pride aside and ask for help, for 
the sake of our own selves, and for our family or friends 
who are hurting.  We need to stick together and be there 
for each other.  There are many times when there were 
signs of suicide and we overlooked them.

Today more than ever, we are talking about suicide aloud 
with the people in rural communities, which is a step in 
the right direction because in the past, suicide has been an 
untouched subject.

The Careline number we are sharing (877-266-HELP) 
(4357) is an amazing resource.  We can all call for help, all 
over Alaska! Now we can text 4help to 839863 to reach 
Careline, too.

We believe by talking publicly, spreading the word of hope, 
and working together we can help prevent more suicides 
in the future. In the Iron Dog, and in our lives, we stress 
that “life is a team effort.” When our partner struggles and 
breaks down, we stop and help each other.  It is the same 
for another team on the trail that has mechanical issues 
or is in overflow — we lend a helping hand.  Life is a team 
effort whether you are on a trail, in a village, or the city.  
We need to stick together and support each other during 
hard times.

We would like to thank Health and Social Services, the Iron 
Dog, and our family and friends for their love and support.

Sincerely, 
Arnold and Aaron Marks 
Team 4Zero
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MTNT REGIONAL NEWS

RUSSIAN ORTHODOx EASTER CUSTOMS

 
Easter is the predominant springtime feast celebrated 
by the Russian Orthodox.  The entire Lenten Season, 
referred to as the Quadragesima, has a markedly different 
feel than normal, day-to-day life.  Historically, all theatre 
and music performances were banned during Lent, as they 
were considered distraction from the Lenten proscription 
to reflect and repent.  Today, these public restrictions have 
lessened, although many individuals still maintain a strict 
adherence to the requirements of Lent, including not 
eating meat, eggs or other animal products during the 40 
day “fast.”

Holy week, beginning with Palm Sunday, is a time of great 
activity in Russian homes, including spring cleaning and 
baking Easter bread.  On Holy Thursday, Russians paint 
their Easter eggs using their traditional method of boiling 
onion peels and scraps of silk together with the eggs.  
Painted eggs are a universal symbol of Easter, but in Russia 
they take on even greater significance.  Russian Easter eggs 
are believed to possess magical powers-from protecting 
crops to warding off evil spirits.  Many hide an Easter egg 
in the foundation of their home, believing that it will bring 
prosperity.

On Holy Saturday, a strict day fasting in which no 
food may be eaten at all, families are nonetheless busy 
preparing for the Easter feast.  The feast, served to break 
the fast after the midnight mass, includes the Paskha Easter 
cake, baked on Holy Saturday.

Orthodox Easter Mass is held on Saturday night.  
Worshipers congregate in a totally darkened church, 
which symbolizes the despair of a world without faith in 
Jesus Christ.  Historically, the eve of Holy Saturday was 
considered a haunted time, in which satanic creatures 
tormented townsmen.  People were afraid to go out after 
dark, but persevered to attend Mass, since Church was 
considered a safe haven.

As midnight approaches, worshipers light candles and 
then, at the strike of 12 o’clock, church bells announce the 

resurrection of Christ.  A joyful Orthodox liturgical chant 
can be heard until the conclusion of Easter Mass at dawn.

Worshipers return to their homes for a long family feast. 
Tables are traditionally decorated with fresh flowers and 
painted eggs.  In addition to the Easter bread and Paskha 
cake, foods prohibited during the 40 day fast, such as 
sausage, bacon, cheese and milk, are also served.

After breakfast, people go out to visit friends and 
neighbors, bringing with them baskets of painted eggs and 
Easter breads to exchange.  An old Orthodox fable tells 
that an Easter egg given from the heart will never spoil. 
People also visit cemeteries, bringing eggs, bread and even 
beer to their deceased relatives.

Russian Orthodox have a traditional game they play with 
eggs on Easter.  Children line up at the top of a hill and 
roll their eggs down, with the aim of keeping their egg 
intact while breaking their opponents’ eggs.

Perhaps this spring, you can visit an Orthodox church or 
community, like that in Nikolai, to experience the magic of 
an Eastern Easter.  Contact the Nikolai Village Council for 
more information.  This year, Russian Orthodox Easter falls 
on Sunday, May 5.

MTNT’S OpEN HOUSE
Thank you for Stopping by!
It was a great turn out at this year’s MTNT open house 
that took place on March 6.  People who were in town 
to experience Iditarod 41, whether it be volunteering or 
otherwise, attended as well as many locals and MTNT 
Shareholders.  

Many arts and crafts made by MTNT Shareholders and 
other residents of McGrath, were sold, helping to boost 
the local economy. 

Arts and crafts are always on display and for sale at the 
McGrath MTNT office, so please stop by any time.

Arts and crafts available at the McGrath MTNT office.
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QUARTERLy UppER KUSKOKWIM LANGUAGE LESSON
Upper Kuskokwim is an Athabascan language of Alaska, 
and is a critically endangered language spoken by only 
a few dozen elders today, but some young people are 
working to keep their ancestral language alive.  To add 
to a region-wide Upper Kuskokwim Dinak’i language 
preservation project, which begun through the Iditarod 
Area School District in the 1970s and 1980s, MTNT is 
bringing you quarterly language lessons and tidbits.  

The project is funded by a grant from the Administration 
of Native Americans.

Upper Kuskokwim Athabascan is spoken in the villages 
of McGrath, Nikolai and Telida, in the Upper Kuskokwim 
River drainage.  Out of the total population there, about 
40 people still speak the language.

Upper Kuskokwim Alphabet – Part 1

a dał crane This vowel is similar to the English vowel in “hat”, “sat”, and “mat”

ch ts’och plate
Similar to the ch in “church”

chon rain

ch’ łech’a dog Pronounced like ch with the glottis opening and closing simultaneously

d dał crane Similar to the d in “dog” or “doll”

dl dlot’ water plants Similar to the ttle in “bottle” or “battle”

dr drodeya sheep Similar to the dr in “drop” (but representing one sound rather than a 
combination of two consonants, as in English)

dz dzedza bird Similar to the ds in “buds” (but representing one sound rather than a 
combination of two consonants)

Featured Phrase
 
Yada Jone?  (What is this?)

Pronounced:  Yah-dah Jo-nee

Pronouns take the place of nouns and may be separate 
words, or may be joined to nouns, or incorporated into 
nouns.  In nouns the pronoun indicates possession.  In 
verbs it may mark the subject, the direct object, or the 
indirect object.

Jone = This one

We hope you enjoyed this lesson of the Upper 
Kuskokwim Athabascan language.  To learn more, be sure 
to visit the Upper Kuskokwim Language Preservation and 
Revitalization program at www.ukpreservation.com.

Information for this project is courtesy of the Dinak’i Junior 
Dictionary by Ray Collins and Betty Petruska.

Upper Kuskokwim Athabascan Audio Storybooks
The Upper Kuskokwim Athabascan Audio Storybooks can 
be  listened by each sentence until it is learned.  Colorful 
and engaging, these books were previously created by 
linguist Ray and Sally Jo Collins, the Iditarod Area School 
District, the Anchorage: National Bilingual Materials 
Development Center, the Alaska State Operated School 
System, with folklore and other storybooks translated 
by Betty Petruska.  Storybooks are categorize by level of 
proficiency and can be downloaded at in PDF formats 
www.ukpreservation.com for classroom and personal use.

Beginner Level Books:  Learn the Upper Kuskokwim 
Alphabet and Orthology.

Intermediate Level I & II Books:  Improve your 
vocabulary and comprehension with these.

Advanced Level Books:  Practice complete sentences and 
conversation.

UppER KUSKOKWIM ATHABASCAN LANGUAGE pRESERvATION
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MTNT SCHOLARSHIpS
Make Sure You Get Your Applications Turned in on Time
The Foundation’s purpose is to support our 
shareholders and their descendants by providing 
programs for higher education and other learning 
programs.  We believe higher education provides the 
skills and options necessary to improve our people’s 
standard of living and provide economic opportunities.  
All while honoring our cultural values and subsistence 
lifestyles.

MTNT offers basic, vocational, and short-term 
vocational awards.  In 2011, the MTNT Foundation 
funded 16 students totaling $23,600.

Must be postmarked by 5:00 p.m. on the following dates:

July 15 – Fall Semester 
December 15 – Spring Semester 
March 15 – Summer Semester

Students can submit applications and grades to our 
Shareholder Services Office in McGrath or email to 
shareholder@mtnt.net, attention:  MTNT Foundation.  
If you have any questions please call us at 907-524-
3391 or toll free in Alaska at 877-238-6868 for more 
information.

MTNT FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIp pROGRAM

MTNT’S 2013 SUMMER SCHOLARS
Olivia Jackovich 

Bachelor of Arts, Pharmacology 
Velencia College, St. Cloud, Florida 

 
Katie Oates 

Bachelor of Science 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

 
Jennifer Renae Paterson 

Bachelor of Arts, American Indian Studies 
University of Washington

MTNT FEATURED SCHOLAR:  
Katie Oates
Katie Oates was born and raised in Fairbanks, Alaska.  She 
has two sisters and three brothers.  Her father is Jeff 
Oates, an original MTNT Shareholder of Takotna., and 
her mother is Linda Oates (Moses).  Growing up, her 
family was into outdoor activities such as hiking, camping, 
fishing, hunting and dog mushing.  She and all her siblings 
participated in races at the local Mushers Hall every 
Saturday during the winters. 

Her father and brother introduced her to basketball 
when she was in middle school, and it was the sport she 
excelled in the most.  Katie attributes this to the great 
coaches she had throughout middle school and high 
school, as well as in college.  Unfortunately, her basketball 
career ended due to a torn ACL in her knee.  She says 
this was a hidden blessing because it allowed her to focus 
more on her educational goals and taught her the virtue 
of having patience.

Katie plans to earn a Bachelor of Science at the University 

of Alaska, Fairbanks.  From there, she wants to pursue a 
graduate degree in dentistry.  Her dream is to become 
a dentist working in Alaska to help brighten the smiles 
throughout the state.

Katie values her education and believes it opens countless 
doors of opportunity.

“Thank you for all your help,” says Katie.  “It is such a 
blessing to have MTNT help me with my education!”
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MTNT SHAREHOLDER LANDS

INTERESTED IN MINING ON MTNT 
LANDS?
By MTNT Lands and Natural Resources Manager 
Kevin Whitworth

The Placer Gold Mining season is upon us in the MTNT 
region.  This summer there has been a minor gold rush 
of prospector miners, metal detectors and/or hobbyists 
heading out to the hills in search of great fortunes.  

Because of the higher interest in gold, your MTNT Land 
Committee and Land Department spent time this past 
winter updating the Surface Use Lease for Mining (Lease).  
The Lease was last updated in the early ‘90s and was 
overdue for a thorough review.  The new Lease reflects 
recent laws and regulations and will help protect your 
lands from pollution and contamination.  

If you or someone you know is interested in mining on 
MTNT lands please contact MTNT Lands and Natural 
Resources Manager Kevin Whitworth for any information 
or a copy or our Surface Use Lease for Mining.

DOyON BASIC & COMpETITIvE 
SCHOLARSHIpS
Doyon Foundation offers 
both competitive and basic 
scholarships for students 
to apply for.  Students are 
encouraged to apply online.  

To apply, students should 
first create an online 
account, if they do not 
already have one.  Accounts 
may be created at  
www.doyonfoundation.com/CreateAccount.aspx.  Students 
should create an account at least seven days in advance of 
the scholarship application deadline, as it may take several 
days for Foundation staff to verify a student’s shareholder 
status.

Basic
• Range from $400 for part-time students to $800 for 

full-time students
• Awarded three times per year
 
Competitive
• Range from $2,000 to $7,000
• Awarded once per year
 
Deadline for the fall semester is April 15, 2013

SEND US yOUR KWNJA’ 
kwnja@mtnt.net
As you may know, Kwnja’ is pronounced “Kwinja” and means 
“news” in the upper Kuskokwim Athabascan dialect.

We have an email address and we invite you to send us your 
story ideas, photos, and updates that you’d like to see in the 
MTNT Shareholder newsletter, KwnJa.’  

FIND MTNT ON FACEBOOK
“Like” us on Facebook to stay informed about what 
is going on with your corporation.  Search for MTNT, 
Limited and look for the MTNT Moose Logo.

www.facebook.com/pages/MTNT-
Limited/476321715735827

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ROSALIE EGRASS
Tanana Chiefs Conference Rural Employee of 
the Year!  We are so proud of you!

Rosalie accepting her award at the TCC 2013 Annual Convention.
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MTNT JOB OppORTUNITIES
MTNT is currently recruiting for the following positions:

General Manager 
MTNT McGrath Light & Power 

McGrath, AK – Full Time w/benefits

Carpenter 
MTNT Properties, Inc. 

Washington, DC – On Call/no benefits 

Painter 
MTNT Properties, Inc. 

Washington, DC – On Call/no benefits

Electrician 
MTNT Properties, Inc. 

Washington, DC – On Call/no benefits

Laborer 
MTNT Properties, Inc. 

Washington, DC – On Call/no benefits

Please visit our MTNT Employment Opportunities on our 
website for more information and to apply at  

www.mtnt.net.
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THANK yOU FOR yOUR 
2012 ANNUAL MEETING 
DOOR pRIZES
MTNT would like to express great 
appreciation to the following for their generous 
donations of door prizes for the 2012 annual 
meeting.  You helped make our meeting a 
success and boosted Shareholder attendance.

Alaska Commercial Company 
Arctic Information Technology 

Birch, Horton, Bittner & Cherot 
C2North, LLC 

Crowley Petroleum Distribution, Inc. 
First National Bank Alaska 
Joaquin Investments, Inc. 

Takusko House 
Pay Dirt 

Landye Bennett Blumstein LLP 
Northern Air Cargo, Inc. 

PenAir 
Scan Office 

Susie’s Iditarod Trail Café 
Tanana Air Service 

Alaska Energy and Engineering, Inc. 
Chinook Printing Company 
Southcentral Foundation 
Southcentral Foundation 

McGrath Native Village Council 
McGuire’s Tavern

We are preparing for the 2013 MTNT Annual 
Meeting of Shareholders and hope we can 
continue to have your support this year.  

If you are a company or an individual who 
would also like to contribute door prizes 
this year, please contact MTNT at either of 
the following locations.  We look forward to 
hearing from you!

MTNT Management Services 
880 H Street, Suite 100 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 644-1200

MTNT, Limited 
309 River Road 

McGrath, Alaska 99627 
(907) 524-3391

or email info@mtnt.net


